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Wumen (now Suzhou, Jiangsu Province) was an important birthplace of fine wood furniture in Jiangnan area in the
Ming Dynasty. Furniture researchers generally believe that carpenters in Suzhou used jumu for furniture making before the
Long Qing (1567-1572) and Wan Li (1573-1620) periods of the Ming Dynasty when large quantities of hardwood timber
represented by Huanghuali was introduced to Jiangnan area. Jumu, as a kind of local good timber in Suzhou, had the most
direct and clear relationship with Wumen furniture in the middle and late Ming Dynasty.

Literatures of the Ming Dynasty, such as £ight Treatises on the Nurturing of Lite (B4:/\%), Desultory Remarks on
Furnishing the Abode of the Retired Scholar (% 3% 3), and Treatise on Superfluous Things (KM, frequently mention
about Wumen scholars’  great enthusiasm in the design and use of fine wood furniture. We can also find many simple and
quaint furniture from a large number of Wumen paintings, for example, Wen Zhengming’ s “Album of 31 Views of The
Humble Administrator’ s Garden (FHE(E = +—5:t)” | Tasting Tea (FF ) and  “In Imitation of Wang Meng’s
Landscape (1fi E52117K)”  drawn in the early Jia Jing period (1522-1566). Qiu Ying” s “Along the River During the
Qingming Festival (B LYTE)”  (created in about the 21" to 24" years of the Jia Jing period, 1542-1545) collected by
Liaoning Provincial Museum depicts the true life in the city of Suzhou in the middle Ming Dynasty. The grand courtyards
are furnished with simple fine wooden furniture such as official-hat-shaped chairs, round-backed armchairs, and half tables;
among the shops along the street, we can even find furniture stores where are equipped with “fine wooden furniture”
for selling, such as recessed-leg side table, wine tables, large cabinets with crosswise joints, and benches. The furniture
composition in these paintings is accurate and realistic, and the depiction of the furniture components is often nuanced.
The modeling style is consistent with the Ming Dynasty Huanghuali and jumu furniture we see today. Therefore, the Ming
Dynasty paintings, especially the realistic paintings, are all “photographs” taken in the Ming Dynasty, which truly reflect
furniture shapes in the studies and living rooms of literati and scholar-officials before and after the Jia Jing period of the Ming

Dynasty.
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